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On paper 2006 is almost no more than a stop-over. Individual World Championships and Olympic Qualifications
are scheduled for next year, yet 2006 still offers many highlights. At all events Butterfly stars can count on their
chances for similar success as last year.

The sport-World not only looks on Germany for the soccer-WCC, but already in spring, when in Bremen the
World Team Championships are held. China enters as defending champion at the Women’s as well as at the
Men’s and has to be considered top-favourite in both competitions once again.

The fans of the host’s teams hope for another medal at least at the Men’s, where the team had surprisingly ente-
red the final in Doha/Katar in 2004. Secretly the Germans wish for revenge for Doha due to the home-advantage
– and of course in the final, if possible. Butterfly top-player Timo Boll still warns for extended expectations: „Of
course we have a strong team, which can play anything, and the spectators are on our side. Still we have to
survive the group stage and see from match to match. It’s best to not even think about a final against China.“

After the seeding on the 15th of March on site in Bremen the participating teams know their opponents in the
group. The WCC will be played in the old system with no double and not yet in the new system, which will
premiere at the Olympic Team Competition in Beijing in 2008 with one double.

The preparations for the most important Table Tennis event of the year have been running intensely for weeks.
The effort of the German Table Tennis Federation (DTTB), hoping for a boost for Table Tennis in the own
country by the WCC, seems to pay out in advance.

„One might even talk about a WCC-fewer“, DTTB general secretary Matthias Vatheuer has stated in the German
internet magazine „Tischtennis Inside“ at the beginning of the year.
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24th of January to 28th of January 2006
Pro Tour: LIEBHERR Croatian Open, Zagreb

17th of February to 21st of February 2006
Pro Tour: LIEBHERR Quatar Open, Doha

21st of February to 24th of February 2006
Pro Tour: LIEBHERR Kuweit Open, Kuweit
City
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Fears of a dominance of soccer and a negative effect for Bremen in public interest did
not confirm due to Vatheuer: „Of course people talk a lot about the soccer-WCC.
We do not want to face up with this. Yet the immense interest in soccer has not had
any negative effect on us. In the fundamental sections of marketing, sales and
supporters things go very well.“

Of course some Butterfly stars as well hope for a good outcome of the tournament in
Bremen, where the World Veteran Championships start only a few days after the
match-point has been played. Two years ago in Katar many Butterflies had been
present on the pedestal: Kong Linghui and Zhang Yining each got Gold with their
Chinese team, Boll led the German Silver team and the South Koreans Joo Se Hyuk
and Oh Sang Eun as well as Aya Umemura returned home with a Bronze medal.

The World Team Championships in Bremen are without doubt the most important
event in the young Table Tennis year. But 2006 offers even more exquisite and
important events in the World’s fastest rally sport. And the most important ones are
held in Europe. Already in February the continental elite steps up at the Europe Top-
12 in Copenhagen, and in October all continental Champions and the World’s
strongest players meet for the World Cup in Paris.

For the German Butterfly star Timo Boll both competitions have a special meaning. In
Copenhagen the World Vice-Champion in the doubles has the chance to win this
European Ranking tournament for the third time, which was only achieved by
Sweden’s Idol Jan-Ove Waldner and current European Champion Vladimir
Samsonov (Belarus) in the 35 years of its history. The European Champion of 2002
is challenged by another Butterfly colleague: the Danish WCC-third Michael maze
wants to utilize his home-advantage to repeat his victory of 2004. In Paris Boll
becomes the hunted one, after the lefthander had beaten China’s three top-stars
Wang Liqin, Ma Lin and Wang Hao in a row last year in Liége. By this he entered the

list of winners of the most important tournament after the Olympic Games and
the World Championships for the second time.

The Pro Tour as well is of great interest again. The „Grand Final“ at the end of
the year in Hong-Kong is the only high-class tournament in the important Asian
Table Tennis market in 2006 and again finds Timo Boll as defending champion.
Up to then the top-stars of the scene fight for the necessary point for
qualification at 16 stations, starting with the Slovenian Open in January.
Compared to last year there are two tournaments more. New in the calendar
are the Kuwait Open in February and the Serbian Open in autumn, which have
their special thrill as a final test for the European Championships 2007 at the
same location.
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Chuan Kreanga Maze
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04 News WRL

ITTF World´s Ranking lists, women (01/2006)

ITTF World´s Ranking lists, mens (01/2006)
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1 WANG Liqin CHN
2 BOLL Timo GER
3 SAMSONOV Vladimir BLR
4 WANG Hao CHN
5 MA Lin CHN
6 OH Sang Eun KOR
7 SAIVE Jean-Michel BEL
8 RYU Seung Min KOR
9 Chen Qi CHN
10 CRISAN Adrian ROU
11 KREANGA Kalinikos GRE
12 CHUAN Chih-Yuan TPE
13 LIU Guozheng CHN
14 HAO Shuai CHN
15 CHEN Weixing AUT

16 FUKUHARA Ai JAP
17 STEFF Mihaela ROU
18 MOON Hyun Jung KOR
19 LIU Jia AUT
20 FAN Ying CHN
21 TOTH Krisztina HUN
22 STRUSE Nicole GER
23 ZHANG Rui HKG
24 Li Jiao NED
25 WANG Yue Gu SIN
26 KIM Hyang Mi PRK
27 SONG Ah Sim HKG
28 WOSIK Elke GER
29 CHANG Chenchen CHN
30 SHEN Yanfei ESP

16 KONG Linghui CHN
17 MAZE Michael DEN
18 SCHLAGER Werner AUT
19 MA Long CHN
20 PRIMORAC Zoran CRO
21 LEE Jung Woo KOR
22 KO Lai Chak HKG
23 LI Ching HKG
24 SMIRNOV Alexei RUS
25 CHIANG Peng-Lung TPE
26 KORBEL Petr CZE
27 KARLSSON Peter SWE
28 WALDNER Jan-Ove SWE
29 KEEN Trinko NED
29 BLASZCZYK Lucjan POL

1 ZHANG Yining CHN
2 GUO Yue CHN
3 Li Jia Wei SIN
3 GUO Yan CHN
5 TIE Yana HKG
6 KIM Kyung Ah KOR
7 BOROS Tamara HRV
8 NIU Jianfeng CHN
9 WANG Nan CHN
9 LIN Ling HKG
11 GAO Jun USA
12 CAO Zhen CHN
13 LI Xiaoxia CHN
14 LAU Sui Fei HKG
15 PAVLOVICH Viktoria BLR

Roßkopf stays part of the „Butterfly-Team“ Gönnern

The TTV RE-BAU Gönnern e.V. announces the extension of the contract of
its second German top player Jörg Roßkopf.
Treasurer Norbert Mai states: „This is the most pleasing news of the new year.
Since 2000 he has been with us and he is as good as he was in his best times.
He is anchor and foundation of the team, he’s the backbone, when it’s getting
tight, he’s the voice of the team. And with 10:9 he’s the best German player in
top positions after our own No.1, Timo Boll. To bring it to a point: Jörg
Roßkopf has signed a contract dated 02.01.2006 for two more years up to
the 30.06.2008.“
By this he describes view and goals of the club and of Roßkopf very clearly.
Jörg Roßkopf wants to work and live on highest level together with Helmut
Hampl, head-coach of the club and Hessian coach, and with Timo Boll,
Germany’s and Gönnern’s No.1. It was this environment that helped him
overcome his serious injury three years ago back to his form and shall help
him to realize the sixth Olympic qualification
for Beijing 2008.

Norbert Mai continues: „For us it was a
question of honour, of personal thankfulness
towards Jörg and of respect for his
achievements in sports and his endurance,
which made us make an offer acceptable for
him. We are sure that we have connected the
future of the TTV RE-BAU Gönnern with
Jörg. We are proud that Germanys Mister
Table Tennis has become the first essential
part of team of the Olympic season.“



05 News

January
2006

����

Maze: Denmark´s Sportsman of the year

Timo Boll „Player of the year as well“

The Table Tennis fans in Germany have elected Timo Boll (Gönnern) as
„Player of the Year“. After winning the World Cup, the Grand Final of the Pro
Tour for the second time, the Sport Bambi and rank three at the election of
the „Sportsman of the Year“ the clear lead of Boll at this election (81,5 %
compared to 79,7 % last year) was no surprise. Christian Süß (Düsseldorf),
Bolls successful partner in the doubles at the WCC was runner up ahead of
Torben Wosik (Frickenhausen).

Women: Elke Wosik ahead of Struse and Silbereisen

Current World’s 28, Elke Wosik, improved from 13,5 % last year to 57,5
% of the votes. Nicole Struse (Kroppach) and last year’s winner Kristin
Silbereisen (Busenbach) followed on ranks two and three.

Anyone interested in Table Tennis in Germany was eligible to vote. There was no
given circle of candidates. Votes were given for a man, a women and one junior
player. As juniors all those male and female players were accounted for, who
were allowed to start in the first half of 2005 in the Junior- or Cadet classes.

The results

Male player of the year
1. Timo Boll 81,5 percent
2. Christian Süß    10 percent
3. Torben Wosik 4 percent
4. Bastian Steger 2,4 percent
5. Jörg Roßkopf 1,2 percent

Female player of the year
1. Elke Wosik    57,9 percent
2. Nicole Struse     25,9 percent
3. Kristin Silbereisen    10,9 percent
4. Tanja Hain-Hofmann    1,2 percent
5. Jessica Göbel    0,8 percent

Junior player of the year
1. Dimitrij Ovtcharov     51,2 percent
2. Patrick Baum    26,7 percent
3. Amelie Solja    8,3 percent
4. Patrick Franziska    1,4 percent
4. Katharina Michajlova    1,4 percent

Once again No.1:
Timo Boll

Michael Maze, top player of the Butterfly team Borussia
Düsseldorf, was made sportsman of the year 2005 by a
jury of 40. By winning the Bronze medal at the last
Olympic Games in Athens Maze and Finn Tugwell had
caused great enthusiasm in our neighbouring country.
After Maze had won the title of the European Team Championships and a
Bronze medal at the last World Championships there was a great Table Tennis
euphoria in Denmark. The 24-year old Maze is one of the most popular
sportsman in the country due to his success and left behind professional biker
Michael Rasmussen and motor sportsman Tom Kristensen at the election. Maze:
„Since Athens the Danish are hot for Table Tennis. This even improved by the
ECC-victory in the own country. For this I’m really glad about this award.“
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06 Expert Talk

In 1999 Mario Amizic became Butterfly Sports Director, after he had been on a successful hunt for titles with the German
record champion Borussia Düsseldorf for twelve years becoming the World’s most successful club coach. A year later the
born Croatian was given the permission by Butterfly to face another task, on which other well known coaches before have
failed: to discover young Japanese talents and bring them into the international elite. How Mario Amizic dealt with the task,
which paths he went and how his top players do today, you will be told in this interview in two parts. His experiences and ideas
can be transferred to other areas of Table Tennis.
Part I1

„I have greatest respect for my players“

The interview with Marion Amizic was recorded a week before the World
Junior Championships, which were held from the 10th to the 17th of December
in the Austrian City of Linz. The Japanese team became World Champion
leaving behind China and Germany. All three players are of Mario Amizic’s
„Düsseldorf Model“: Jun Mizutani, Seya Kishikawa and Taku Takakiwa. Jun
Mizutani furthermore reached the final of the boys, where he had to step back
for German Patrick Baum in an outstanding match. And in the doubles as well
Mizutani climbed the pedestal with partner Kishikawa as third. Now it’s about
consisting in the senior section. For Mario Amizic the goal for the Japanese
team is the qualification for the Olympic Games in 2008.

Mr. Amizic, you named several reasons supporting the „Düsseldorf training-
model“. Yet the model is not really new. In your times as head-coach of Borus-
sia Düsseldorf you got the rough diamond Vladimir Samsonov to come from
Belarus to Düsseldorf at the age of 14. And first he did not play in Borussia’s
first team, but was rather given to a second division team close to Düsseldorf to
form him cautiously. It ended up with a world class player, who dominated
Europe so far. Was the „Samsonov Model“ example for the Japanese solution?

One cannot compare this directly. I just looked for a way to find a
perfect system of promotion for the Japanese talents. And I believed to
have it in Düsseldorf. They did not have to leave Japan only to be out of
the country. No, they needed completely new input. They needed much

playing experience and had to train with men in spite of their young age from
the beginning on. The goals are set high and I don’t have the time to wait 10
or 20 years for the great success. This quick path is not easy. One needs
much patience. And for the children this way was and is very hard. They had
to suffer many defeats at the beginning, wept a lot and had to – one should
never forget this – cope with a totally new situation of life here in Düsseldorf.
They have sacrificed a lot. For this I have greatest respect. And I’m happy
that they are playing good results in the meantime.

You talk about high goals. What are they, Mr. Amizic?

My goal is Beijing 2008. At the upcoming Olympic Games my children should
participate. They won’t win, but Beijing is the elite and to those they should
belong.

You are the most successful club coach of the World and collected title after title with
Borussia. Your special reputation bases on the fact that you have brought many young
players to the top, like Zoran Primorac in your times as coach in Croatia, like Jörg
Roßkopf, Steffen Fetzner or Vladimir Samsonov, which you have not discovered, but
taken over at young age of 14 or 15 and then improved. What are the perspectives of
your four Japanese talents – considering their age of 15,16,18 and 21, at which they
should be about to improve a lot.

For this I’d like to go further off. I offer a service. It includes logistic,
training, coaching, many talks about anything, that might interfere with the
development of the play or in daily life. This is 50%, the other 50% have to
be brought in by the players. The players have to think a lot about table
tennis. They have to train rigorously, nourish healthy, sleep well, fight and
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much more. So if I talk about a player’s prospects, these prospects
finally depend on themselves. The logistics are set up. The player
himself decides, how far he gets.

You always talk about Düsseldorf as your base. Aren’t the players travelling a
lot?

That’s true. They travel much and have learned a great deal. The base
is Düsseldorf, but they are in transit a lot. Them being here for three
weeks in a row is very rare. Next year they are going to play three to
four Junior ProTour- and ten to twelve Senior ProTour tournaments. To
this national- and continental titles as well as World Championships add
up. This is a heavy schedule.

Do the four now belong to the Japanese top?

They are the heart of the Japanese National Team, and therefore they
are supposed to make it to Beijing amongst the best 16 teams of the
World. This is the first step to bring Japanese Table Tennis back to the
World’s top. The real strong phase of my players will come after 2008.
Now they are still too young. Success in Table Tennis does not depend
on how good a player plays, but on human maturity. This maturity
needs time. The players have this potential. If they don’t win at the
World Junior Championships in Linz (Remark of the editor: The inter-
view was held a week before) the World does not stop turning. Our
goals are the Olympic Games in 2008.

One player of the four is accounted as a special talent by experts – the sixteen
year old Jun Mizutani. He’s No.2 of the U18 World’s Ranking List, fifth of the
U21-World’s Ranking List and No.82 at the men’s. What’s so special about
him?

He’s unusually talented. For him there is no limit, he has all options.
He’s only 16 years old and still a little boy. By this I mean that
everything is still playing. He has an incredible anticipation. When he
starts playing he always knows what will come back. He sees
everything at the table. He has much feeling. He’s definitely a „no-
limit“ boy.  He’s a little „Vladi“. You cannot put him into a drawer. He

needs air to breathe. I always say, outstanding people need outstanding
methods.

Especially gifted players many times are accounted as rather less laborious.

This does not go for him, but he had to learn his lessons. Only with feeling,
a radar-hand and little tricks one can’t win against the men. One needs
aggressiveness and power. For seven, eights months now he’s on a very
good way. He works hard physically. Basically he knows his path to get to
the top, but still he’s only 16. When he plays, people like watching him,
everywhere in the World. Me, too. He plays a different Table Tennis.

How great is the interest in Japan in those four?

Very large, for Japan waits for success. The figures of members has risen
in the Japanese Federation. And this surely has to do with the popularity of
my children.

Besides your work as Sports Director for Butterfly you are in your fifth year as
Japanese Talent Scout. Have you ever regretted this step?

I asked myself many times: „Why are you doing this?“ There were not
only few difficult situations, especially at the beginning. But if I look at the
sacrifices the players have to make to walk this path with me, I have the
greatest respect. And when I look at where they are today, I would be very
sad if I hadn’t gone for it.

Thank you very much, Mr. Amizic, and much success for the future with your
Japanese Table Tennis children.
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Butterfly Scholarships - The succesful company
supports the ITTF Junior Global Program

Words and Fotos: ITTF

The cooperation between Tamasu Butterfly and the ITTF at the „ITTF/Butterfly
Solidarity Scholarship“ now enters the second year. By this the house of Butterfly
especially supports the junior work of the World federation. In each year of the
agreement Tamasu Butterfly gives away five scholarships for young players in
agreement with the ITTF. Each scholarship is worth about 9.000 US$. In 2005 as
well talents were rewarded. The receptors of the Butterfly scholarships – this time
six, for Shing Yoshua Jordan and Robbie Frank share one – were awarded on the
final day of the World Junior Championships in Linz.

Kasumi Ishikawa (Japan)
Kasumi ISHIKAWA is twelve years old; left handed, she is
a shakehands grip attacking player who topspins strongly
from both backhand and forehand. In 2004 she won both
the Under 12 and Under 13 Girls Singles titles at the
Japanese National Junior Championships and is considered
one of the most talented players in the ten to fifteen years
age group.

Robbie Frank (Australien)
Robbie FRANK is undoubtedly one of the most
improved players on the ITTF Global Junior Program-
me in 2005. In 2004 when he played in the World Junior
Championships in Kobe, Japan he was just pleased to
be there; it was his first major international tournament
and no doubt he’ll always remember playing MA Long
in the team event. However, at the World Cadet
Challenge in the autumn of 2005 he was there to
compete and gave a series of fine performances, in the
team event he lost only one match in straight games
and recorded several very creditable victories. In the
Cadet Boys Singles he finished in eighteenth place.

Shing Yoshua Jordan (Vanuatu)
SHING Yoshua Jordan is twelve years old, a young man who is
brimful of enthusiasm. He walks down the street in his home
town of Port Vila shadowing his strokes!
He is a right handed attacking player who also impressed at the
World Cadet Challenge in 2005. Watching him play you can see
the determination in his eyes, his ambition is to be the best table
tennis player in Oceania and his positive attitude may well see
him realise that dream. The ITTF Global Junior Programme is
giving him the opportunity to play internationally and he could
well be a member of the Oceania team at the World Cadet
Challenge for the next three years!

Jung Young Sik (Korea)
JUNG Young Sik is thirteen years old from Korea. He
is a right handed attacking player who displays
excellent technique and superb balance; over the table
he shows good control whilst when the opportunity
arises from him to attack, he displays outstanding
consistency. He impressed at the World Cadet
Challenge in 2005. A vital member of the Asian team,
he won bronze medals in both the Cadet Boys Team
event and in the Cadet Boys Singles whilst in the
Cadet Boys Doubles, partnering Kenta
MATSUDAIRA of Japan, he clinched the gold medal.

Olena Sowers (USA)
Olena SOWERS is fourteen years old and has made great
progress throughout 2005. She is a player who possesses an
admirable technique and has a strong topspin attacking
game. She represented the North American team who
finished in fifth place in the World Cadet Challenge in Santo
Domingo in 2005 and is eligible to compete in the event in
2006.

Sofia Polcanova (Moldawien)
Sofia POLCANOVA is eleven years old and lives in Chisinau, the capital of
Moldova. She won the Girls Singles title at the Euro Mini Cadet Champion-
ships in Schiltigheim, Strasbourg in August 2005 and impressed the coaches
at the ETTU Eurokids Plus Training Camp in Krakow, Poland in November
2005. Moldova is regarded as the poorest nation in Europe and opportunities
for such players as Sofia POLCANOVA to achieve sporting excellence are
thus limited; therefore, in addition to the scholarship Sofia POLCANOVA
will receive an equipment package.
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09 Products of the month

Tackiness Chop / Drive
You love control and rotation? How about Tackiness C or
D? For years both types belong to the most prominent
rubbers in the allround- and defence-section. This has a
reason: For the extremely tacky and elastic surface
provides excellent backspin. Well dosed topspin attacks
and precise blocks continuously cause problems for your
opponents. The Tackiness D offers more speed and more
pressure compared to the Tackiness C, which is better in
control and rotation. Players with a rather passive
backhand working with push and chop often rely on the
Tackiness C. World class defender Koji Matsushita likes
to play with the rubbers of the Tackiness program. Let
your opponents rotate!
Category: Defensive
Speed: 6,5  Spin: 10,0
Sponge:1,1/1,3/1,5/1,7/1,9
Hardness: Soft
Price: 30,90 €

Tackifire Special
Keen on China-spin? Tackifire Special – a lot of power plus super spin!
In 1999 we presented the new TACKIFIRE SPECIAL. Kong Linghui has helped us
developing it. That it is going be the rubber of the Olympic Champion 2000 we could not
know at this time. Tackifire SPECIAL is an unusual rubber, joining Chinese know-how
brought in by Chinese superstar Kong Linghui with our highest development technology and
best production standards. The extremely tacky surface in combination with slightly harder
sponge gives an incredible spin and speed to the ball – and this with highest precision in
placing. Simply ideal for players with short stroke movements and a distinct use of the wrist.
Category: Power Spin
Speed: 9,5  Spin: 9,75
Sponge:1,7/1,9/2,1
Hardness: Hart
Price: 34,90 €

Tackifire Special soft
For players that like to enjoy a game out of half-distance with much spin and feeling we
have developed the TACKIFIRE SPECIAL SOFT. Unchanged the extremely tacky
surface, new the sponge made about 20% softer. This combination brings in an incredible
feeling and makes the rubber very recommendable for all speed-gluers. For offensive or
allround-players seeking a maximum in spin, feeling and precision and wanting to bring in
more speed by gluing, the TACKIFIRE SPECIAL SOFT is an insider tip.
Category: Effet Spin
Speed: 9,5  Spin: 9,75
Sponge:1,7/1,9/2,1
Hardness: Soft
Price: 34,90 €
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Grubba Pro
The extended blade’s face improves the chance to hit the
ball perfectly. The blade for „controller“ and „youngsters“
in need of  well dosed speed for perfect technical
schooling. And as well routine players, caring for control
and safety at all strokes, go for the Grubba Pro: from
block to push to topspin – a perfect allround blade.
Category: ALL-
Veneers: 5
Handle: AN,FL,ST
Weight: (ca.) 90 g
Price: 27,90 €

Matsushita Pro
Developed together with Koji Matsushita this blade allows an
explosive use of the wrist and quick twisting due to its short
handle. A good alternative for aggressive defence with short
and flexible movements, as well as offence strokes with much
control and highest precision. Equipped with a short, slightly
thicker handle.
Category: DEF
Veneers: 5K
Handle: ST
Weight: (ca.) 90 g
Price: 39,90

Radial GS 5
This shoe was designed for the ambitious player as
well as for tournament players. The shoe unites
perfect damping and guiding of the heel by special
integrated elements. Tacky sole profile.
Sizes:   30 – 47
Price: 49,90 €

Suit Inver
A fashionable sport suit of high quality. Light functional
fabric „Technical Micro“ (100% Toray). End of legs and
zippers with rubber band. Trousers and jacket each with
two zipper pockets. The jacket is cut in blouson-form.
Sizes: XXS – 3XL
Colours: black / grey / tiger-lily Logo: silver
Price: 89,90  €

Tricot ESK
Functional mixed fabric „Cotton Feeling“, made of 60%
cotton and 40% polyester. Contrasted stripes, raglan-cut
for perfect freedom of movement.
Sizes: XXS – 3XL
Colours: black-grey, black-blue
Price: 36,90  €



January
2006

����

11 News


